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Today, with smartphones and the instantaneous allure of social media, the selfie has become an emblem of contemporary self-expression. Simultaneously, juxtaposing this transient form of self-portraiture against narratives etched into the faces of those who have witnessed a century invites a profound exploration of time, identity, and visual representation.
The selfie symbolises the immediacy of the modern human experience. Social media platforms have become canvases for self-expression, where filters, angles, and hashtags converge to construct a digital identity in the fleeting moment of a captured image. This mode of self-presentation emphasises the here and now, a visual narrative punctuated by likes, comments, and trends.
Contrastingly, a centenarian unveils a different story—a narrative. The wrinkles across their faces testify to the laughter, tears, and resilience characterising a life's journey spanning generations. 
In the subtle details of weathered skin and aged eyes, we witness the accumulation of experiences, relationships, and the indomitable spirit that has withstood the test of a century.
Taking inspiration from the work of Opava-based photographer Jan Langer This book examines the contrasting visual narratives—the instantaneous self-portrait of the modern era and the enduring portraiture of those who have stood the test of time. In its simplicity, through this exploration, we discover underlying cultural, psychological, and societal implications embedded in these images, ultimately shedding light on the immediacy of the present and the profound echoes of a century past.]
Introduction - “Capturing Time: Modern-Day Selfies and Centenarian Portraits"
Today, with smartphones and the instantaneous allure of social media, the selfie has become an emblem of 
contemporary self-expression. Simultaneously, juxtaposing this transient form of self-portraiture against 
narratives etched into the faces of those who have witnessed a century invites a profound exploration of time, 
identity, and visual representation.
The selfie symbolises the immediacy of the modern human experience. Social media platforms have become 
canvases for self-expression, where filters, angles, and hashtags converge to construct a digital identity in the 
fleeting moment of a captured image. This mode of self-presentation emphasises the here and now, a visual 
narrative punctuated by likes, comments, and trends.
Contrastingly, a centenarian unveils a different story—a narrative. The wrinkles across their faces testify to the 
laughter, tears, and resilience characterising a life's journey spanning generations. 
In the subtle details of weathered skin and aged eyes, we witness the accumulation of experiences, relationships, 
and the indomitable spirit that has withstood the test of a century.
Taking inspiration from the work of Opava-based photographer Jan Langer This book examines the contrasting 
visual narratives—the instantaneous self-portrait of the modern era and the enduring portraiture of those who 
have stood the test of time. In its simplicity, through this exploration, we discover underlying cultural, 
psychological, and societal implications embedded in these images, ultimately shedding light on the immediacy 
of the present and the profound echoes of a century past.
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[image: On the left, Ludmila Vysloužilová is 23 years old left. On the right, she is 101 years old. On the left, Ludmila Vysloužilová is 23 years old left. On the right, she is 101 years old.]
On the left, Ludmila Vysloužilová is 23 years old left. On the right, she is 101 years old.
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[image: On the left, Stanislav Spáčil is 17 years old. On the right, he's 102 years old. On the left, Stanislav Spáčil is 17 years old. On the right, he's 102 years old.]
On the left, Stanislav Spáčil is 17 years old. On the right, he's 102 years old.
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Anna Vašinová
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[image: On the left, Anna Vašinová is pictured at 22 years old. On the right, she's 102 years old. On the left, Anna Vašinová is pictured at 22 years old. On the right, she's 102 years old.]
On the left, Anna Vašinová is pictured at 22 years old. On the right, she's 102 years old.
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[image: On the left, Antonín Kovár is 25 years old. On the right, he's 102 years old. On the left, Antonín Kovár is 25 years old. On the right, he's 102 years old.]
On the left, Antonín Kovár is 25 years old. On the right, he's 102 years old.
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[image: On the left, Vlasta Čížkováis pictured at 23 years old. On the right, she's 101 years old. On the left, Vlasta Čížkováis pictured at 23 years old. On the right, she's 101 years old.]
On the left, Vlasta Čížkováis pictured at 23 years old. On the right, she's 101 years old.
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[image: On the left, Marie Burešová is pictured at 23 years old. On the right, she is 101 years old. On the left, Marie Burešová is pictured at 23 years old. On the right, she is 101 years old.]
On the left, Marie Burešová is pictured at 23 years old. On the right, she is 101 years old.
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Anna Pochobradská
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[image: On the left, Anna Pochobradská is around 30 years old. On the right, she is 100 years old. On the left, Anna Pochobradská is around 30 years old. On the right, she is 100 years old.]
On the left, Anna Pochobradská is around 30 years old. On the right, she is 100 years old.
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[image: On the left, Antonín Baldrman is pictured at 17 years old. On the right, he is 101 years old. On the left, Antonín Baldrman is pictured at 17 years old. On the right, he is 101 years old.]
On the left, Antonín Baldrman is pictured at 17 years old. On the right, he is 101 years old.
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Marie Fejfarová
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[image: Marie Fejfarová burned everything that was left of her personal history. On the right, she is 101 years old. Marie Fejfarová burned everything that was left of her personal history. On the right, she is 101 years old.]
Marie Fejfarová burned everything that was left of her personal history. On the right, she is 
101 years old.
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Vincenc Jetelina
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[image: On the left, Vincenc Jetelina is 30 years old. On the right, he's 105 years old. On the left, Vincenc Jetelina is 30 years old. On the right, he's 105 years old.]
On the left, Vincenc Jetelina is 30 years old. On the right, he's 105 years old.
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Bedřiška Köhlerová
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[image: On the left, Bedřiška Köhlerová is photographed at 26 years old. On the right, she's 103 years old On the left, Bedřiška Köhlerová is photographed at 26 years old. On the right, she's 103 years old]
On the left, Bedřiška Köhlerová is photographed at 26 years old. On the right, she's 103 
years old
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[image: Ludvík Chybík Ludvík Chybík]
Ludvík Chybík
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[image: On the left, Ludvík Chybík is 20 years old. On the right, he's 102 years old. On the left, Ludvík Chybík is 20 years old. On the right, he's 102 years old.]
On the left, Ludvík Chybík is 20 years old. On the right, he's 102 years old.
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Prokop Vejdělek
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[image: On the left, Prokop Vejdělek is pictured at 22 years old. On the right, he is 101 years old. On the left, Prokop Vejdělek is pictured at 22 years old. On the right, he is 101 years old.]
On the left, Prokop Vejdělek is pictured at 22 years old. On the right, he is 101 years old.
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